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Dear Engaged Couple, 
 

We are happy you are planning to celebrate your wedding 

ceremony at St. Isidore Church! 

 

The joining of two lives in the Sacrament of Marriage is a 

profound experience of God’s presence and love made visible 

among us. It is a sacred time, a transforming moment, when 

you pledge to one another the gift of yourselves and become 

one together. Christ himself elevated the natural institution of 

marriage to the dignity of a sacrament. It is therefore a sacred 

event meant to be celebrated by the entire church.  

 

While the months preceding your wedding may be hectic, 

we see this time as a unique opportunity to consciously prepare 

for your Sacramental Marriage. It is a time to explore and 

express your hopes and dreams for one another; to prayerfully 

incorporate the gift of faith in your lives. It is our honor and 

privilege to be with you as you prepare for this significant 

celebration. 

 

This booklet is designed to help you plan your wedding. 

The material has been written based on Diocesan requirements 

and frequently asked questions. We extend our best wishes and 

promises of prayers during this special grace-filled time of 

preparation. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
St. Isidore’s Clergy and Staff 
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Getting Married in the Catholic Church 
 

We invite you to enter into a thoughtful and prayerful 
planning period to ensure that your wedding day is truly 
joyful. Our team is here to assist with your Sacramental 
Marriage. We will do our best to ensure that your 
wedding, and the preparation before-hand, is joy-filled 
and spiritually enriching. 
 
This booklet provides the steps you will take from your 
first contacts with the Parish to the day you walk down the 
aisle. It contains the step-by-step process, a list of the 
necessary documents, St. Isidore specific wedding 
ceremony guidelines, a list of fees, and a timeline 
checklist. After reading the booklet, please feel free to 
contact us with any questions and/or concerns.  
 

I. Preparation and Formation 
 
A wedding ceremony is one day but your marriage is a 
lifetime and you want to be properly prepared. This 
section outlines what needs to be done prior to the 
wedding.  
 
Step One: Schedule Clergy Meeting 
 
The Oakland Diocesan requires a minimum six (6) months 
marriage preparation period. This period begins with your 
first contact with one of our Parish Priests. Please contact 
the Priest directly (contact information provided at the 
end of this booklet) and ask for an appointment to discuss 
your upcoming wedding. Complete the Marriage 
Questionnaire (obtain from the Parish Office or from the 

St. Isidore website under “Sacraments”) and bring it to the 
Initial Clergy Meeting.  
 
Step Two: Initial Clergy Meeting 
 
At the initial meeting the St. Isidore Priest will explain the 
overall process and ask you to complete, in his presence, 
Form A (a self-testimony completed in front of a priest or 
deacon). The Priest will likewise ask you to arrange for 
Form B (witness interview) to be completed, one each for 
the bride and the groom. Form B needs to be completed in 
the presence of a priest or deacon as well. He will let you 
know if additional paperwork is necessary.  

 
Potential additional topics: 

 
Previous Marriages.  Any prior marriage, no 
matter where it took place, must be discussed during 
the Initial Clergy Meeting. If there was a previous 
marriage in the Catholic Church for either of the 
parties, this must be annulled prior to the wedding.  
 
Visiting Priest.  If you plan to have the wedding 
ceremony performed by a Visiting Priest, that is a 
non-St. Isidore Priest; this needs to be discussed in 
the Initial Clergy Meeting. All Visiting Priests need to 
be approved by the St. Isidore Pastor. The St. Isidore 
Priest will explain what is required to obtain 
approval. If the Visiting Priest is not an Oakland 
Diocesan Priest, additional steps are required. The 
couple should begin the process early and allow 
sufficient time to secure the necessary approvals for 
the delegation to perform the marriage. 
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Step Three: Secure the Date and Make a Deposit 
 
When you have your wedding date and time set, contact the 
Priest marrying you and ask him to add your wedding to the 
Parish Calendar. (Only Priests can schedule weddings on the 
Parish Calendar.) A non-refundable deposit equal to 50% of 
the Church Facility Fee is due to the Parish Office when the 
wedding is scheduled. Your deposit secures your date on the 
calendar. Weddings are scheduled on a “first come, first 
serve” basis.  
 
Things to consider when setting date and time. 
 Weddings are typically held on Saturdays. They can 

also be arranged on weekdays, in coordination with 
the Parish Office, Parish schedule and the priest who 
will officiate the wedding. 

 Weddings are not performed on Sundays or during 
the Easter Triduum. The Church discourages the 
celebration of weddings during Lent and on certain 
solemn feast days. 

 On Saturdays, weddings are normally held in the 
morning or afternoon. A wedding can begin anytime 
between 10:30 am and 2:00 pm.  

 Each Saturday wedding is allowed to use the church 
for 2½ hours: 60 minutes before the start time, and 
90 minutes after. The church may have other events 
scheduled before or after the wedding. Because of 
this, please respect the time limits. All photos inside 
the church must be completed in this 2½ hour period. 

 The date of the wedding needs to be at least six 
months after the initial contact with the Parish. 

 The rehearsal is typically the day before the wedding 
and needs to be added to Parish and Priest’s calendar 

by the bride and groom. Friday rehearsals need to be 
concluded by 6:30 pm due to the 7:00 pm Mass.  

 
Step Four: Attend Marriage Preparation Classes 
 
After the Initial Clergy Meeting, the St. Isidore Marriage 
Preparation Coordinator will contact the couple. Our 
marriage formation program provides a valuable opportunity 
to focus on various aspects of married life. Couples that live 
in the area must attend together the St. Isidore Marriage 
Preparation Classes. These classes meet in person one 
evening per week for three consecutive weeks (three sessions 
in total).  
 
If you live out of the area, you and the St. Isidore Marriage 
Preparation Coordinator will discuss your options. 
Certification of completion will be required. 
 
Step Five: Attend a Retreat 
 
Couples must attend together an authorized Catholic 
marriage preparation retreat. Retreat options include: 
 
Pan de Vida Retreat 
The Pan de Vida Retreat is a retreat for couples to grow 
deeper in their relationship to each other and to Christ. 
The retreat is Eucharistic centered with time for 
conference talks about marriage and growing deeper in 
your vocation as a couple, adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, prayer, confession, and workshops to improve 
communication and deepen your understanding of 
Sacramental love. For details and to register visit 
https://www.pandevidaretreat.com/. 
  

about:blank
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Oakland Diocese Sponsored Retreats 
The Oakland Diocese offers marriage preparation retreats 
for first time marriages, and remarriage/convalidations. 
For details and to register see www.oakdiocese.org (search 
“Marriage Preparation”). 
 
Other Diocese’s Retreats 
If you live outside the Oakland Diocese, you may register 
for a marriage preparation retreat offered by your diocese. 
Certification of completion will be required. Please keep 
the St. Isidore Wedding Coordinator informed of your 
plans. 

 
Step Six: Planning the Wedding Liturgy 
 
The St. Isidore Wedding Coordinator will contact you after 
you have talked with the Marriage Preparation 
Coordinator. Liturgy planning is discussed in more detail 
in Section III below. 

 
II. Necessary Documents 
 
The Sacrament of Marriage celebrates the unbreakable 
commitment between a man and a woman who are free to 
make this decision in a community of believers. Certain 
documents are required to establish your sacramental 
status within the Church and your freedom from previous 
unions. Sworn statements attest to your understanding of 
Christian marriage and your willingness to live within the 
Church’s teaching on marriage. Permission from the 
Bishop is needed when a Catholic prepares to marry 
someone of another faith; a dispensation is required for a 
Catholic to marry someone who is not baptized. 

 
You will need to submit the following (See the timeline at 
the end of this booklet) for when items are due. All items 
are submitted to the Parish Office.) 
 
 Recent Baptismal Certificate.  Catholics need to 

obtain from their parish of baptism a copy of the 
baptismal certificates issued within the last six months. 
The certificate your family received at the time of your 
Catholic baptism is not sufficient. For those baptized in 
another Christian faith, a copy of the original 
baptismal certificate is sufficient.  

 Bride & Groom / Form A.  This form, completed in 
the presence of one of our priests (typically at the 
Initial Clergy Meeting), attests to the freedom and 
intentions of each party to the marriage. 

 Witness / Form B.  This form needs to be completed 
in the presence of a priest or deacon. These sworn 
statements by a parent, lifelong friend or relative, 
attest that the bride and groom are free to marry and 
that there is no known impediment to the marriage. 
Form B can be completed at any parish as long as it is 
completed in the presence of a priest.  

 Civil Marriage License.  The license must be 
acquired in person and is good for 90 days from 
issuance. The license can be issued by any California 
County. In Contra Costa County the license is issued by 
the Recorder. Their office is located in Martinez and 
can be reached at 925-646-2360. Please also bring the 
special mailing envelope the County gives you with the 
marriage license.  

In the case of a civil marriage being convalidated in 
the Church, a copy of the civil marriage license is 
sufficient; no new license is required. 

about:blank
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 Marriage Preparation & Retreat Certificates.  
You will receive certificates of completion at the 
conclusion of your marriage preparation classes and 
retreat. 

 Letter from your Pastor.  This letter of permission 
is required of Catholic brides and grooms registered in 
a parish other than St. Isidore.   

 Confirmation Certificate.  If either the bride or 
groom has been confirmed in the Catholic Church, they 
should submit a copy of their Confirmation Certificate. 

 Other Documents.  If either party has been married 
before, additional documentation regarding past 
marriage(s) will be required. 

 
Note on documentation for non-St. Isidore Weddings. 
The documentation needed for marriage is generally prepared 
in the local parish of the bride or groom unless other 
arrangements are made. If you need marriage documentation 
completed by St. Isidore Parish and you plan on getting married 
at another location, a $100 processing fee is required. 

 

III. Wedding Ceremony Planning 
 
You will get a call from the St. Isidore Wedding 
Coordinator after you have talked with the Marriage 
Preparation Coordinator. She will help you plan your 
wedding ceremony. The Wedding coordinator is 
knowledgeable in the appropriate protocols for the use of 
Parish facilities and will be your point of contact in 
planning specific details for your unique ceremony. She, 
along with other members of the wedding team, will be 
with you during your preparation, the rehearsal, and on 
the day of your wedding, to ensure that everything runs 
smoothly. 

Wedding Liturgy 
There are two types of Catholic wedding ceremonies: 
 Marriage within the Eucharist (Nuptial Mass) 
 A simple rite consisting of a Liturgy of the Word with 

Scripture readings and the exchange of vows. 
Both ceremonies are powerful expressions of the meaning 
of marriage. When two Catholics marry, the Church 
encourages them to celebrate their union with the 
Eucharist to express their oneness in and with the Body of 
Christ. They may also use the simple rite if they wish. Take 
time to prayerfully select the appropriate prayers and 
responses that best reflect you as a couple. A copy of the 
book “Together for Life: Celebrating and Living the 
Sacrament” containing suggested readings and prayers 
will be provided to assist you. 
 
Music 
Because the focus of the wedding liturgy is on the couple’s 
gift of their lives to God, and God’s blessings upon them, 
the music should be appropriate for the occasion. While 
many popular love songs may have a special meaning to 
the couple, they are better left for the reception. 
 
The Music Director has a library of beautiful music from 
which to choose, and great care will be taken to help you 
choose music that reflects your style and personality. 
Please contact our Music Director shortly after the first the 
Clergy meeting to check on his availability.  
 
Rehearsal 
The Priest with the assistance of the St. Isidore Wedding 
Coordinators will lead the rehearsal, which is usually held 
the afternoon before the wedding. Please invite to the 
rehearsal the wedding party, parents of the bride and 
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groom, readers, anyone who is part of the procession, and 
anyone else who will have a role in the ceremony. You can 
best guarantee an organized and meaningful wedding day 
by making sure that all participants are in attendance and 
on time for the rehearsal. Encourage your party to allow 
for Friday afternoon traffic. 
 
The bride and groom are responsible for getting the 
rehearsal date and time on the Parish and Priest’s 
calendars. This can be done by contacting the Priest 
directly. The church will be reserved for one hour for the 
rehearsal. Please be on time. 
 
Worship Aids and Programs 
If you will be having a worship aid or program, please 
have the Wedding Coordinator review the draft prior to 
printing. 
 
Marriage License 
The marriage license should be given to the Parish Office 
at least two (2) weeks before the wedding.  
 
Confessions 
Catholic brides and/or grooms should make arrangements 
to go to Confession prior to their wedding date. 
 

IV. The Wedding Day 
 
Arrival Time 
The wedding party and all members of the procession 
should be at the church 20 minutes before the scheduled 
start time. Starting the wedding on time will allow you to 
maximize your photography time after the wedding. 
 

Appropriate Attire 
Marriage is a sacrament and out of respect for God’s 
house, the bridal party is encouraged to keep modesty in 
mind when selecting their dresses. If you have questions, 
you can discuss appropriate attire for church with your 
priest. 
 
Photographs and Videos 
All photos inside the church are to be completed within 
your scheduled 2½ hour period. This means that photos 
after the ceremony are typically limited to 20-30 minutes, 
so plan your time accordingly with your photographer. 
After a 2:00 pm ceremony, photographs must be completed 
by 3:30 pm as the Parish will be setting up for the 4:00 pm 
Mass. 
 
During the ceremony, picture taking should be discreet 
and respectful of the church service. On the wedding day, 
prior to the start of the wedding, the Wedding Coordinator 
will show the photographers and videographers where 
they are permitted. Please make sure your photographer 
and videographer are aware that they may not: 
 

 Be in the sanctuary (the altar area) 

 In the assembly’s sight-lines of the couple or priest 

 Stand forward of the last pew of seated guests in the 
center aisle 

 Be positioned between the couple and the priest 

 Stand on the pews or chairs 

 Use flood lights during the ceremony 

 If videotape equipment is used, it should be set up in a 
stationary place out of the sight lines of the assembly. 

 



St. Isidore Wedding Planning Booklet 

6  

Cultural Symbols 
Symbols drawn from the cultural heritage of the bridal 
couple can enhance the richness of the celebration. In 
addition to the rings, coins, lasso and veil may be used. 
Flowers may likewise be presented to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Tell the Wedding Coordinator if you are planning 
on incorporating any of these items into your wedding. 
The physical items need to be brought to the rehearsal. 
 
Flowers 
Flowers are welcome, but not required. They may be 
placed in the sanctuary (but not on the altar), and in other 
places as guided by the Wedding Coordinator. Flowers 
should be delivered at least one hour before the wedding. 
You are encouraged to leave your arrangements for the 
congregation to enjoy at the Sunday Mass and throughout 
the week, but you may take the flowers with you. 
 
Bride’s Waiting Room 
The room immediately on the right as you enter the 
church is called the Our Lady of Grace Room. It is 
available for the bride and her attendants to assemble and 
make last minute adjustments before the wedding. Please 
do not leave any valuables unattended in this room during 
the ceremony. Please arrange in advance for someone to 
remove all items you or your party bring into the room. 
Please leave the room in the condition you find it as it is a 
worship space.  
 
Candles 
The wedding party is not allowed to bring or use candles 
for decoration. Unity candles are highly discouraged as 
they are not part of the Catholic marriage ceremony. The 
candles on the altar, provided by the Parish, will be lit. 

 
Pew and Other Decorations 
In order that pews are not scratched by pew decorations, 
no tacks or tape of any kind may be used to affix 
decoration to the pews. Please inform your florist about 
this. Kindly arrange in advance for someone to remove 
from the church all decorations immediately after the 
wedding.  
 
Signing Marriage License by Official Witnesses 
Your two official witnesses will be asked to sign the 
Marriage License in the sacristy immediately after the 
ceremony. Traditionally, they are the Best Man and 
Maid/Matron of Honor. Please provide the Wedding 
Coordinator with the names of your two witnesses. The 
Priest will complete the license immediately after the 
wedding and give your license to the Parish Office to mail 
to the county. 

 
Throws  
Flower petals, rice, confetti, or birdseed, may not be 
thrown, nor balloons released in the church or on church 
grounds. 
 
Alcohol and Food 
No alcoholic beverages may be brought onto Parish 
grounds. No drink or food items may be brought into the 
church building, including the Bride’s Waiting Room.  
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V. Marriage Preparation Checklist 
 

6 MONTHS or more before your wedding 
 
 Schedule and have Initial St. Isidore Clergy Meeting 

to start the necessary documentation. 
 Request recent baptismal records from the parish of 

baptism for the bride and groom. 
 Set a wedding date and time with the Priest. 
 Pay facility fee deposit. 
 Schedule Marriage Preparation classes with the 

Marriage Preparation Coordinator. 
 Sign up for a Marriage Preparation retreat. 
 Bride and Groom each ask a parent, relative or close 

friend to make an appointment with their priest to 
complete Form B. 

 

4 MONTHS or more before your wedding 
 
 Meet with the Wedding Coordinator to discuss 

options for the wedding liturgy. 
 Meet with the Music Director to discuss options for 

the music. 
 Review and select the scriptures, prayers and music 

for the wedding liturgy. 
 Schedule rehearsal with Priest. 

 

2 MONTHS or more before your wedding 
 
 Finalize the details of the wedding ceremony. 
 Be sure all necessary documentation is completed 

and filed with St. Isidore Parish Office. 

 Ask persons with the necessary skills and training to 
be ministers of the Word. 

 Apply for a Civil Marriage License. 
 Pay the balance of the facility fee, and the music 

director 
 

1 MONTH or more before your wedding 
 
 Submit a draft worship aid (program), if using, to the 

Wedding Coordinator for review. 
 Discuss Parish’s wedding guidelines with your 

photographers, videographer and florist. 
 

2 WEEKS before your wedding 
 
 Remind the wedding party, family and other 

participants to allow for traffic and be on time for the 
rehearsal and the wedding. 

 Bring the Marriage License to the Parish office. 
 Review with the Wedding Coordinator the order of 

procession, names of readers, readings, responsorial 
psalm and universal prayers, and names of people 
presenting the gifts. 

 Assign someone to be responsible for removing 
decorations and tidying the Bride’s Waiting Room 
after the wedding. 

 

BRING TO THE REHEARSAL 
 
 Offering envelopes for the presider, wedding 

coordinator and any others who will receive a gift or 
stipend. 
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VI. Offerings and Fees 
 

The offerings and fees associated with weddings at St. 
Isidore are as follows: 

 

Church Facility Fee 

Church Facility Fee is made in two payments.  

 50% of Church Facility Fee is due when date is set on 
the Parish Calendar and is non-refundable.  

 The remaining 50% is due two months prior to 
wedding. 

Registered St Isidore Parishioners $450 

Non-St. Isidore Parishioners $500 

 

Other Fees 

Item Amount When Due 

Music Director 
Varies; consult with 

Music Director  
Two months prior 

to wedding 

Marriage 
Preparation Class 

Materials 
$100 

Give to Office after 
registering for 

class 

Celebrating Priest $150 At the rehearsal 

Wedding 
Coordinator 

$100 At the rehearsal 

   

Preparation of 
paperwork for 
couples getting 

married at another 
parish 

$100 
When couple 

requests 
paperwork  

 
St. Isidore Church 
Contact Information 

 
440 La Gonda Way, Danville, CA 94526 

 
Parish Office: 925-837-2122 
Website: www.sichurch.com 
Email: office@sichurch.com 

Parish Office Fax: 925-362-1919 
 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Matthew Murray, 925-362-1921 

mmurray@sichurch.com  
 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Candelario Jimenez, 925-362-1918 

cjimenez@sichurch.com  
 

Music Director 
John Erreca, 925-362-1908 
simusicministry@gmail.com  

 
Marriage Preparation Coordinator 

Daisy Rosaia, 925-367-4448 
 

Wedding Coordinator 
Cathy Sampson, 925-286-7291 
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